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Shayla Felton-Dorsey 
Shayla Felton-Dorsey is a passionate Philadelphia chef who’s focused on education, 
health, community and food. She has been featured in Movitos Magazine, Spiritual 
Connect Radio and Edible Philly Magazine. Her passion for the culinary arts began in 
her early years, as she comes from a long lineage of restaurateurs. Shayla combats 
food insecurity by utilizing creativity, reducing food waste, being plant forward in her 
recipes, and making her classes accessible to all. In 2017, Shayla was certified as a 
Community Chef Educator with Just Food. Shayla teaches at The Philadelphia Free 
Library's Culinary Literacy Center with the Edible Alphabet program. Shayla 
collaborates with Ambrosia's Food Group and has partnered with The National 
Coalition of 100 Black Women, INC Pennsylvania Chapter, PENN Medicine, Delta Sigma 
Theta -Quaker City Chapter, and Mt. Airy Learning Tree facilitating cooking classes 

throughout Philadelphia. In 2018, Shayla developed her personal chef and catering company, Shayla's Savour. In 2019, 
Shayla became certified by the National Council For Behavioral Health in Youth Mental First Aid and facilitated self-care 
workshops for One Book, One Philadelphia intersecting health and nutrition. Shayla is the Philadelphia chapter president 
of Just Call Me Chef, a sisterhood of mentoring, networking and building community among African American women 
chefs, and is featured in their 2020 calendar.  
 

Sonia Galiber 
Sonia Galiber began growing roots in Philadelphia nearly 10 years ago. She came to 
urban farming as the most tangibly community changing work after cycling through a 
range of political work. Sonia worked at Urban Creators, an urban farming grassroots 
non-profit based in North Central Philly, as Director of Operations for four growing 
seasons. During her time there, she was introduced to Soil Generation, a coalition of 
Black & Brown farms and farmers in Philadelphia. As a member of Soil Generation, 
Sonia contributes through the Policy Working Group, connecting with people on a city, 
state, and national level with organizations such as the HEAL Food Alliance. The Policy 
Working Group aims to uplift the voices of Black & Brown growers in food, 
environmental, and land policy matters, push or abolish existing barriers preventing 
our communities from growing food and accessing land, and hold our institutions 

accountable. The Policy Working Group is currently working alongside Parks & Rec and Interface Studios to build the 
city’s first ever Urban Agriculture Strategic Plan. Currently, Sonia continues to organize with Soil Generation, is a maker 
of hot sauces & herbal remedies, and is starting up a family herb farm business in Maryland! She feels deep love for this 
work in being able to honor her parents and her ancestors. 
 

Amy Goldstein 
Currently a co-chair of the Anti-Hunger subcommittee at FPAC, Amy Goldstein is a 
Registered Dietitian who works as the Nutrition Manager at Philadelphia Corporation 
for Aging. In this role she focuses on nutrition programs for older adults such as the 
Congregate and Home-delivered Meal Programs and the Senior Farmer’s Market 
Nutrition Program. At PCA, she is an organizer for the Defeat Malnutrition Today: 
Philadelphia Coalition and co-chair of the resources committee in this group. She also 
works as an Expert Coach at Livongo, an Applied Health Signals platform, for members 
living with chronic conditions. Previously, she has worked as a retail dietitian at a local 
supermarket and at the NYC Department of Health on programs including the NYC 
Food Standards, Healthy Hospital Food Initiative, and research of healthy checkout 
lines. Amy received her Master of Public Health from New York University with a focus 

in Community Nutrition and her Bachelor of Science in Nutrition and Dietetics from the University of Maryland, College 
Park. She grew up in the suburbs of Philadelphia and has been living here since completing her education. 



 

 
Jonah Hudson 

Jonah Hudson is a Philadelphia native whose passion for food justice began as a 
student at Saul High School of Agricultural Sciences. He grew up in Brewerytown and 
has worked with many food-centered organizations throughout the city including 
Henry Got Crops!, Sankofa Farm at Bartram’s Gardens, Weavers Way, Agatston Urban 
Nutrition Initiative, Life Do Grow Farm, Federation of Neighborhood Centers, Mariposa 
Co-op, Whole Foods, and The Food Trust. As a youth, Jonah co-authored the Youth 
Food Bill of Rights at the Rooted in Community Conference in 2011. He has since 
served on the Board of Mariposa Co-op from 2015-2016. Jonah currently works with 
Philly Foodworks and is pursuing an associate degree in International Studies at 
Community College of Philadelphia. Outside of food justice work, Jonah enjoys riding 
bikes, camping, cooking, dancing, traveling, spending time with friends and May, his 6-
year-old cat. 

 
 

Ben Logue 
Ben Logue has over 15 years of experience working in the local food system. His work 
includes hospitality, small business ownership and food-based community economic 
development efforts.  Currently, a manager at the Passyunk Avenue Revitalization 
Corporation, he oversees programs and initiatives for neighborhood economic 
development in South Philadelphia. His past experiences include program 
management at The Enterprise Center’s Center for Culinary Enterprises where he 
coordinated business development strategies for food entrepreneurs. Recently, he 
was a member of the project team for The Economy League’s Good Eats report which 
assessed the impact of the greater Philadelphia food economy. Additionally, he 
worked with the City of Philadelphia’s Department of Public Health to research and 
analyze current internal food procurement practices by various City departments with 

proposed future strategies for greater local purchasing efforts. Ben is currently co-chair of FPAC’s Workforce and 
Economic Subcommittee where he advocates for a just food system for workers and greater economic mobility within 
the local food system. He has an undergraduate degree in political science and history from Temple University and a 
Masters of City and Regional Planning from Rutgers University. 
 
 

Shania Morris 
Shania Morris is a long-time youth organizer and lifetime resident of Philadelphia. She 
shares, “Talking about food access can be really difficult at times; I have access to food 
in my neighborhood, but the problem is the kind of food. In my community, nutritious 
food is hard to come by, and if you find it, it isn’t affordable. That’s what has led me to 
fight alongside community members to take back community control of land. I want to 
know where my food is coming from, and who it is that I am supporting when I 
purchase food. I’ve taken a lot of that journey into my own hands when I began 
farming, now I am a farmer and community organizer fighting for food justice in under 
resourced communities.”  

 

 
 
 



Isel Otero-Vera 
Isel Otero-Vera currently works at The Food Trust coordinating policy advocacy 
projects that support Farm to Early Childhood Education (ECE) across 
Pennsylvania. Such regional projects include the promotion of local food 
purchasing for school meals, community food vouchers, gardening, nutrition 
and agriculture education. In partnership with the Pennsylvania Head Start 
Association, she coordinated a statewide task force and regional learning 
collaboratives to identify strategies for advancing Farm to ECE practices and 
racial equity in Pennsylvania. Isel has also implemented on-the-ground SNAP-
ed Farm to ECE programming in Philadelphia and the Delaware Valley Region. 
Prior to joining The Food Trust, Isel coordinated a food access program in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico and a sustainable farming entrepreneurship program in 

Kerala, India. Isel holds a Master’s in Public Policy and Administration degree from Rutgers University. She is 
originally from Puerto Rico and has been living in the city of Philadelphia for over 3 years. 

Radha Pennotti 
Radha Pennotti, MPH, is a Senior Associate with The Food Trust’s Community 
Food Systems team, which strives to ensure that all people have access to a 
local, sustainable and equitable food system. In this capacity, she provides 
leadership to the team that operates a network of Philadelphia Farmers 
Markets and the team that supports Farm to School activities across the state. 
In 2019, The Food Trust operated 22 and supported an additional 55 farmers 
markets primarily located in low-income neighborhoods where access to fresh, 
healthy food is scarce in the Philadelphia region.  The Farm to School activities 
focus on nutrition education, agricultural/experiential learning, and 
procurement of local foods. The activities target both preschool (children age 
0-5) and K-12 facilities and include both direct programming as well as capacity 

building for relevant agriculture, food service, and school stakeholders. Prior to joining The Food Trust, she 
served in an East African hospital, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and with The Campus Kitchens 
Project, a network of community kitchens on college campuses. Across these roles, her work has focused on 
supporting system changes and cross-sector collaborations that improve health and equitable access to health 
supporting resources.   

Shontae Smarr 
Shontae Smarr is a forward-thinking and passionate advocate for communities 
without access to necessary resources needed for a thriving and healthy life. As 
Director of Philly Food Rescue, she is a crucial asset in launching, developing 
and managing essential partnerships with food donors, non-profits, volunteers, 
etc., in alignment with key goals for the Philly Food Rescue program with Uplift 
Solutions, since its start 16 months ago. Previously, she managed the 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program team at the SHARE Food program 
where she advocated and provided resources to 1,000+ senior citizens living 
significantly below the poverty line. Shontae has a passion for thinking outside 
the box to address the systemic problems of food insecurity. She earned a BA 
in Social Work from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a MS in 

Organizational Leadership from Cairn University. Her personal experience growing up in a home deemed food 
insecure, growing up in the foster care system in Chicago, and living significantly below the poverty line 
developed her strong sense of commitment and devotion for underserved communities. Shontae’s personal 
story motivates her to continue advocating for communities living in food deserts. 



April Thomas-Jones 
April Thomas-Jones is the Executive Director of the Old Pine Community 
Center, a local 501c3 non-profit organization located in the Society Hill 
neighborhood of Philadelphia. April has served as the Executive Director for 11 
years and throughout her tenure has not only improved but created new 
programming that centered around those struggling with food insecurities.  As 
a Philadelphia native April was often exposed to the real-life struggles 
individuals faced when needing to pay their bills or eat. She had friends and 
family that relied on what was then called “food stamps” just to make “ends 
meet.” This lived exposure aided April in her passion for advocacy and service. 
Over her tenure at the “Center” April has fostered the Saturday for Senior 

program that focuses on providing a sit-down meal and to go meal to low income seniors. She worked with 
the Archdiocese Nutritional Development Program to ensure all children in her Youth programs were provided 
meals daily. She later started the Center’s homeless program which focuses on providing nutritious food and 
resources to those in need. Last year the Center served over 41,000 meals! 
 

Ernesto Velázquez 
Ernesto Velázquez has a passion for sustainability that comes from a keen 
awareness of the finite nature of resources and the need to conserve and 
distribute those resources equitably. Through graduate coursework and 
independent research in sustainability and environmental management, he 
understands the complexity and enormity of the current climate crisis and the 
need for action. As the Environmental Columnist for FunTimes Magazine, which 
celebrates the African Diaspora, he educates the public on a variety of topics 
regarding climate change and its impact on the ecosystem and society. In his 
current position in human services management, he has implemented and 
operationalized “green” practices. He is currently engaged in establishing a 

pilot project (UrbanAgProject) partially funded by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, to increase 
engagement for people with disabilities in the practice of urban agriculture as a strategy to address food 
security among vulnerable populations. He believes his diverse professional and educational experience is a 
strength that will enable him to contribute to the mission of FPAC.   


