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Kirtrina M. Baxter, M.A. is a dedicated mother, drummer, urban farmer, food justice activist 

and community organizer. As an Afroecologist, she has a passion for preserving & creating 
cultural agrarian traditions through art, cooking & nutrition, growing food, seedkeeping, and 
collective organizing. Kirtrina is currently the community organizer for the Garden Justice Legal 
Initiative–a program of the Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia. She works with gardeners 
around the city, assisting them in gaining access to land and other resources. In this capacity, she 
also organizes Soil Generation, a diverse body of urban agriculture advocates & food justice 
activists who work within a racial and economic justice framework to help inform policy and 
provide community education and support to gardeners in the city.  

Though certified in permaculture, Kirtrina identifies with agroecology as a more politically 
informed way to practice her land work. As well as being an urban grower, Kirtrina has 
volunteered to help create and maintain various community gardens in Upstate NY as well as 
Philadelphia. Before moving back to Philadelphia in 2012, Kirtrina co-founded the Ithaca Youth 
Farm Project, a youth-run farm CSA that engages students from culturally different backgrounds; 
the Congo Square Market which is an outdoor summer cultural market designed to offer 
opportunities for start-up entrepreneurs of color to build economic means; and the 1st Annual 
Food Justice Summit in Ithaca, NY. Kirtrina is also the farm manager and a board member at 
Urban Creators, a board member of Mill Creek Farm, a member of the Black Dirt Farm Collective, 
The Seedkeepers Collective, and the National Black Food and Justice Alliance. Kirtrina is a parent 
educator as well; and is invested in a locally-owned bakery, Sweet Nectar. In 2008, she received 
her M.A from Union Institute and University in Cultural Studies. 

Rickie Brawer PhD, MPH, MCHES is Associate Director of Thomas Jefferson University 

Hospital’s Center for Urban Health and Assistant Professor in Jefferson Medical College’s 
Department of Family and Community Medicine. As Co-Director of Jefferson Medical College’s 
College Within the College-Population Health Program Dr. Brawer has helped integrate public 
health content into core medical school curriculum.  She also teaches in the MPH program at 
Thomas Jefferson University’s School of Population Health. She has spent more than two decades 
practicing public health in the Philadelphia area primarily through relationships with community 
based organizations using CBPR. Her research interests include obesity (food access and built 
environment), health literacy, Medical Legal Partnerships, and chronic disease prevention/management.     

 

http://www.pilcop.org/garden-justice-legal-initiative-gjli/#sthash.CLrrvl4p.dpbs
http://www.pilcop.org/garden-justice-legal-initiative-gjli/#sthash.CLrrvl4p.dpbs
http://www.groundedinphilly.org/HFGS-about/
http://www.youthfarmproject.org/
http://www.youthfarmproject.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CongoSquareIthaca
http://foodjusticesummit.org/
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Kelly Courts is the Hunger-free HealthCare Center Coordinator at St. Christopher’s Hospital for 

Children. St. Christopher’s has long recognized the importance of addressing the social 
determinants of health and has screened for food insecurity since 2010.  In 2014, St. Chris built 
the Center for Urban Child (CUC), an outpatient practice utilizing a multi-disciplinary approach to 
providing care that addresses patient needs holistically, including social as well as medical 
concerns.  Operating out of the CUC, Kelly is responsible for overseeing the food insecurity 
screening process as well as developing and managing the portfolio of referral resources, 
including onsite and community based options.  

Prior to joining St. Christopher’s, Kelly spent eight years in various roles at Philabundance, most 
recently as Community Food Programs Director.  During her time at Philabundance, Kelly oversaw 
the development and implementation of several novel programs, including the Fresh For All 
produce program, the Community Food Center hybrid choice pantry, the KidsBites children’s 
program, and the Fare & Square non-profit grocery store.  She also served as a co-founder of the 
Montco Anti-Hunger Network (MAHN). 

Kelly has served as a co-chair of the FPAC Food & Health subcommittee since its inception in 
February 2016.  She is also co-chair of the Shared Metrics project which moved under the banner 
of FPAC in April 2016. Kelly served as Peace Corps volunteer in Namibia where she taught math 
and science at the secondary level.  She has her BS in Biology from Bucknell University and is 
currently enrolled in the MPH program at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Noelle Dames serves as SNAP Outreach Coordinator and helps strategize and implement the 

Coalition's efforts to reach more low-income individuals and connect them with public benefits. 

Before joining the Coalition in early 2012, Noelle served as Program Coordinator for Greensgrow 

Farms, where she managed operations of the Community Kitchen's business incubator and 

culinary program. She also successfully launched the Local Initiative for Food Education (LIFE) 

program, a low-income CSA with a cooking and nutrition component, which was created to 

improve access to fresh food for SNAP participants. Noelle holds a B.A. in Geography and Human 

Environment from San Francisco State University. 

Jiana Murdic is a passionate champion for wellness.  Weaving together over 15 years 

experience in strategic marketing, program development, and education, Jiana creates 

innovative programs that inspire and engage diverse audiences to adopt healthier lifestyles.  She 

has served as Executive Director for Get Real Get Raw, the nonprofit arm of Hip City Veg; Board 

Chair of the Programming and Marketing Committees for Food Moxie, the nonprofit arm of 

Weavers Way Coop; and is credited as the architect behind The Food Trust’s HYPE 

initiative.  Most recently, Jiana has launched Get Fresh Daily, a wellness consultancy whose 

principal client, Global Leadership Academy Charter Schools, has been named one of 

Philadelphia’s Healthiest Employers by Philadelphia Magazine.  In this capacity, Jiana established 
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the Get Healthy GLA! initiative to ensure that the program has an established brand, a sustainable 

infrastructure, and that the school community engages in healthy messaging and programming 

on a consistent basis.  Jiana is a long-distance runner and a green smoothie connoisseur.  

Carolina Torres works as an advocate for immigration reform and social justice with the 

Popular Alliance for Undocumented Workers Rights. She helps in organizing the underground 

dinner series Right2Work which serves as a creative space for the arts, food, and interactive 

conversations about race, class, and immigration. After graduating from business school in 2015 

she began working in immigration advocacy by volunteering with local organizations New 

Sanctuary Movement, Aquinas Center, and the Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizen Coalition. 

Once getting involved with these communities she began to work on ways to connect business 

and government to help underrepresented communities develop their workforce, understand 

their legal rights to work, and how to navigate American culture. She has also worked as a 

beverage consultant through the Drexel School of Hospitality where she focused on wine and 

spirit distribution from France to the PLCB (Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board). Promoting 

sustainable local business relationships is very important for her and she’s believes that serving 

with FPAC will provide the city with good recommendations to build a healthier, greener 

Philadelphia.  

Suzanne C. Weltman is toting a canvas bag at farmers markets wherever she travels, she is a 

seasoned food and nutrition professional who thrives on building vibrant working partnerships 

with community, institutional, social services and municipal organizations.  Ms. Weltman has 

been recognized for her efforts to enhance the climate of diversity within the College of 

Agriculture in her role as supervisor for Penn State Center Engaging Philadelphia.   

Ms. Weltman is a skillful presenter, writer, problem-solver and connector of people and 

resources. She is in the final throes of editing the Capstone for her Master of Liberal Arts degree 

with a focus in Food Anthropology from the University of Pennsylvania.  Suzanne explores the 

wonders of the Schuylkill River on a dragonboat team and in a kayak. 

 


